
IMGP Sponsors Goat Judging Awards in Southern Illinois 

On Saturday, April 10, the Monroe County Sheep Producers held their 24th annual Southern Illinois 

Sheep and Craft Festival. The festival was held in Waterloo, Illinois at the Monroe County Fairgrounds.  

The grounds were open to the public free of charge at 8:00am.  The wonderful weather helped lend 

itself to the crowd, estimated at 1000 people. 

 

 

Lunch was served with local grown lamb cuts of chops, brats, shaved leg, and burgers.  The meals sold 

for $7.00 with sides of slaw, potato salad, pork n beans, and lemonade.  They sold out serving 535 

meals.  There were samples to taste and cuts of vacuumed sealed lamb were available to purchase.   

9ƴǘŜǊǘŀƛƴƳŜƴǘ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ¢ƘǳƴŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ [ƛƎƘǘƴƛƴƎ /ƭƻƎƎŜǊǎΣ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ƎŀƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ, some of 

which included sheep Olympics which were broken up into two age groups.  The Sutter twins took first 

place in the younger age group and each won $5.00.  Another game available to play was sheep pellet 

bingo. 

 Chet and Cal planning their strategy for best time. 



 ¢ƻƻ ōŀŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƎƻŀǘΦ 

 Older kids with larger sheep in the sheep Olympics 

Exhibits, demos and displays included sheep wool and crafts, spinning supplies, fiber animal exhibits, 

working sheep dog exhibits, sheep breed displays, sheep associations, sheep shearing demos, spinning, 

knitting and weaving, antique tractor displays, and the Illinois Meat Goat Producers info table with a 

goat pen display beside it. 

 IMGP table and goat pen display 

 

CTS6 Boer Goat Farm, Clay and Tammi Sutter and family took a fullblood Boer doe with twin kids to 

display next to the IMGP table as well as four doelings.  The four doelings were part of the workshop, 

clinic and judging contest.  Dick Cobb led the workshop and clinic, then led the youth through the 

judging of four pens of sheep and one pen of goats, each pen having four animals.  For the sheep judging 

the youth could be in a team and win as much as a $100.00, or they could judge individually. The judging 

contest is open to all youth, not just 



 

 

 

 4H, and broken up into age groups.  Twenty four youth signed up for the judging. This year the IMGP 

sponsored the awards for the goat judging.  The first place winner, winning $25.00 was Elizabeth 

Ferguson (16) of Marquand, MO.  Second place winner was Lauren Marquardt (13) of Waterloo, IL 

winning $15.00.  Third place winner Tyler Brandenberger (15) of Hecker, IL winning $10.00.  The youth 

having the highest points along with answering (in case of a tie) three sets of questions pertaining to the 

breed of animal, wins. 

  

Congratulations Elizabeth Ferguson, First Place judging winner, received $25.00. 

The IMGP table display was well attended by inquiring new producers, as well as producers who had lots 

of questions, mostly pertaining to the problem with parasites.  We offered the IMGP newsletter, Goat 



Rancher, information on raising a market goat, selection of goats, and a helpful flyer on available goat 

websites. 

Hopefully we can do this again next year to inform southern Illinois goat producers about IMGP.     

Maybe in the future IMGP could put on a festival like this or be a part of another established festival like 

the Southern Illinois Sheep and Craft Festival.  Our family just loves attending this festival.  Thank you 

IMGP!!   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


